5" Grade Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, October 3, 2005

Mr. Swearingen welcomed the 5" Grade Council to the first meeting of the year.

Meeting guidelines were clarified. These guidelines will be used as the norm for all
meetings.

Report Cards:

» Will be hosting our own report card on-line
> Site tech leaders will be trained in using Report Card October 20", will then go
back to site and train teachers
A concern is there will not be enough time for the training before report cards are
due
Mark Staggs will come out and help
Next step is to create a grade book to tie in to report card
Change heading from History/Social Science to History/Social Studies
What standard is represented with the two Number Sense boxes?
The Mathematical Problem Solving box just another box to put grade in —is
embedded in other standards
v' Can put in an asterisk or N/A
Leave in the 2 Number Sense boxes
v" For first trimester grade can mark second Number Sense box — circle or
highlight decimals and negative numbers and give grade
v" Depends on what textbook is used and the order of teaching
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Matrix:

Revised in September 2004

No changes made in Matrix

Consider a Non-Fiction writing for Science — would fall under District column on
Matrix

20 — 30 staff attended Summer Institute in Science Class

2 people will attend the 2005 California Science Education Conference
Science scores are not calculated into AYP

By 2007 scores will be figured into AYP

Sites should be given opportunities to consider best way to train or to look for
ways to teach science rather than across the board

19% of students scored proficient in Science last year

Pilot in Science could be considered at sites
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3. Staff Development On-line Training

Mark Staggs provided training on submitting request for Staff Development Training. All
Staff Development training are listed on-line. Flyers will not be sent out. The site pays for the
sub. Make sure site/principal is aware of training you plan to attend so a sub can be
requested. New teacher subs will be paid for by Ed. Services. Times will be added to form on-
line

4. Math For All:

All grade level units are on CD

No math meetings will be held this year.

There will be a training in November for support and or review
A flyer will be sent out to sites

Deadlines will be set for unit ordering

Unit 1 deadline will be November 1%
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5. Non-Fiction Writing Assessment — Tonya Almeida

Tonya Almeida discussed the non-fiction writing assessment. It was decided that each
school would decide to pilot a non-fiction writing assessment based on the needs of the school
and its students. A school can also opt out of piloting if the staff decides to do so. Reps
should come in January prepared to share out what their school is going to do.

Del Rey is using GLAD training (Guided Language Acquisition Design)
6. Scoring Guide Feedback — Chris Richards

A packet has been put together for each genre of writing required at each grade level.
The packet contains:

Standards
Element Poster
Scoring Guides (3)
Lessons

Writing prompt
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Conventions and spelling has been separated on the scoring guide.

The committee needs and welcomes feedback on the scoring guides and lessons.
Please e-mail Chris at crichards@vesd.net.



7. District Power Standards

A discussion was held and the group decided on 13 standards the students need to

master.

1. 1.2 Use word origins to determine the meaning of unknown words.

2. 1.3 Understand and explain frequently used synonyms, antonyms, and  homographs.

3. 1.5 Understand and explain the figurative and metaphorical use of words in
context.

4. 2.1 Understand how text features (e.g., format, graphics, sequence, diagrams,
illustrations, charts, maps) make information accessible and usable.

5. 2.2 Analyze text that is organized in sequential or chronological order.

6. 2.3 Discern main ideas and concepts presented in texts, identifying and assessing
evidence that supports those ideas.

7. 2.4 Draw inferences, conclusions, or generalizations about text and support them
with textual evidence and prior knowledge.

8. 2.5 Distinguish facts, supported inferences, and opinions in text.

9. 3.1 ldentify and analyze the characteristics of poetry, drama, fiction, and nonfiction and
explain the appropriateness of the literary forms chosen by an author for a specific
purpose.

10. 3.2 ldentify the main problem or conflict of the plot and explain how itis resolved.

11. 3.3 Contrast the actions, motives (e.g., loyalty, selfishness, conscientiousness), and
appearances of characters in a work of fiction and discuss the importance of the
contrasts to the plot or theme.

12. 3.4 Understand the theme refers to the meaning or moral of a selection and
recognize themes (whether implied or stated directly) in sample works.

13. 3.5 Describe the function and effect of common literary devices (e.g., imagery,
metaphor, symbolism).

The next 5™ Grade Council meeting is scheduled for January 25, 2006 from 8:30 to 12:30 here
at Nisqualli. Please bring:

» Writing Assessment Option



11. Grade Level Issues

Conflict with Science Fair and Student Author Celebration

Not enough time for teachers to schedule

More time needed

What is good time for Science Fair?

Student Author Celebration later in year

Put Science Fair in June or January

Need a month or more to g et books bound for Student Author
Schedule Science Fair the end of January
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12. Grade Level Council Minutes will be put on VESD web Site:

@ VESD.net/Curriculum



